It is estimated that nail gun injuries are responsible for 37,000 A&E attendances each year and reports state that the number of injuries are increasing. 1 A number of these cases resulted in significant morbidities and could have been prevented by improved personal protective equipment. Current guidelines recommend wearing hard hats and eye protection only, when operating a nail gun. 2 We would suggest that these guidelines could be revised to include full-face protection due to the severity of related injuries.
The nail was removed under general anaesthetic via a second incision in the right cheek. The patient was reviewed two weeks post operatively and had no long term complications from his injury. On examination there was an approximately 2 cm defect extending to the left commissure, affecting the vermillion of the lip, the labial mucosa but not the vermillion border (Fig. 1) . It was not possible to close the defect primarily and so the patient was subsequently admitted by Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery for repair with advancement of a musculo-vermillion flap. The patient was regularly reviewed within the department and was still concerned with the residual swelling in this area at the threeyear review. Further debulking of this area was subsequently completed in theatre.
This case highlights the potentially serious consequences of self-inflicted trauma following local anaesthetic administration. While the vast majority of patients do not sustain this severity of injury we, as dental practitioners, should be routinely giving post-operative instructions to all patients following administration of local anaesthetic.
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Sir, a 30-year-old carpenter attended the A&E department complaining of a laceration to his cheek and an altered bite following a nail gun misfiring at work. On clinical examination, he had a 1 cm linear laceration to his right cheek and was unable to occlude his teeth. Radiographs ( Fig. 1 ) revealed an 8 cm nail traversing the maxilla. 
